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Shaping the Lea Valley
The London 2012 Challenge

Innovation that shaped the Lea Valley



Innovation that shaped the Lea Valley

The Scar



Socio-Economic Profile 

One of the most socially excluded populations in Britain:
• 35% unemployment
• ethnic diversity
• declining economic base
• large areas of blighted and derelict land
• poor quality housing
• high crime rates
• poor transport connections 
• low land values   



The Site



Existing site – Kings Yard
• Former industrial mill building at Kings Yard 
(sweet factory)

• Buildings in need of repair

• Retained building of historical interest

•Use for biomass (woodchip) boilers and 
storage

•Maintains towpath building and links with 
Queen’s yard

2012 Innovation 
Reinterpretation of past 
invention ?

The Great Exhibition 
1851
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Aquatics Centre 2012



Birkenhead Park 1845
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Olympic Park 2012

British Empire 
Exhibition 1924 

Athletes Village 20122012 Innovation
Reinterpretation of 
past invention ?



2012 Innovation 
Planning for future generations

No-one is immune from change…
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Cleaning and Reusing Soil
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Stacking and Reusing Construction Material
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The Olympic Site – Main Stadium
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Planning for future 
generations

Olympic Stadium

The Olympic Site – IBC/MPC
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2012 International Broadcast Centre
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2012  Transport

2012 Innovation 
Planning for future generations
Construction Academy
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Compete For




