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TACKLING POLLUTION 
IN  LONDON

Ell iot Treharne

Air Quali ty Manager 
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TO DAY

NO 2 – A E URO P E WI DE  
CHAL L E NG E
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NO 2 CHAL L E NG E I N  20 13

Legal limit
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NO 2 CHAL L E NG E I N  20 25

Legal limit

HE ALT H AND E Q UAL I T I E S

Health

• We estimate an equivalent of up to around 9,400 deaths 
were caused by long-term exposure to air pollution.

• A baby born in 2010 and exposed to that same level of air 
quality for its entire life would lose 2.2 years (if male) and 
2 years (if female) of life expectancy.

Fairness

• The health impacts associated with air pollution fall 
disproportionally on our most vulnerable communities, 
affecting the poorest and those from minority ethnic 
groups more acutely. 

• Tackling air pollution is about social justice and there is an 
urgent need to do more to tackle public health inequalit ies.
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• The Mayor held a consultation on a number of measures 
within weeks of coming into off ice.

• Over 15,000 people responded and we recently started a 
second consultation with more detailed information.

“…we need big, bold 
and sometimes difficult 
policies if London is to 
match the scale 
of the challenge.”

MAY O R AL P RI O RI T Y

www.london.gov.uk/cleanair
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“We now have to face the reality that if we are going to come 
close to tackling air pollution in London, we have to tackle 

the problem of dirty diesels too.”

Sadiq Khan, Mayor of  London

5 th July 2016

DI E SE L

www.westminster.gov.uk
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www.westminster.gov.uk

NE W L O W  E MI S S I O N 
NE I G HBO URHO O DS

www.westminster.gov.uk
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• We will be consulting on an emissions surcharge 
(T-charge) on older polluting vehicles entering central 
London from 2017.

– A £10 charge during Congestion Charge 
hours

– On top of the existing £11.50 congestion 
charge

– For pre-Euro 4/VI vehicles  (generally those 
registered up to and including 2005)

• In July, there was strong support from the public – 81% of 
Talk London respondents and 62% of TNS respondents 
support.

E MI S SI O NS  S URCHARG E

NE W UL E Z  P RO P O SAL S

Emission 
standards

• Petrol: 
Euro 4

• Diesel: 
Euro 6

• Motorcycle 
and L-Cat: 
Euro 3
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NO N-T RANS PO RT  ME AS URE S

AQ Neutral Positive? Retrofit 
programmes

Construction

Local measures 
measures

Mayor’s AQ Fund Health

TO WARDS  A NEW  L O NDO N 
E NVI RO NM ENT  S T RAT EG Y

CCMES MANS MWMSMBS

London Environment Strategy
MAQSCCAS
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• The Mayor is doing everything he can but Government 
needs to ensure they are using their powerful policy levers 
in a complementary way:

– Reform VED / fiscal incentives , to start reversing 
dieselisation and to promote cleaner vehicles

– A national diesel scrappage scheme, to help people meet 
new emission standards

– A new Clean Air Act , enshrining the right to clean air while 
providing local authorit ies with the powers they need to 
tackle emissions from sources l ike construction and river 
vessels

G O V ERNM ENT ’ S  RO L E
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elliot.treharne@london.gov.uk

@ldn_environment

• www.london.gov.uk/environment-newsletter


