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Context

« Mood of suspicion post BSE

e Everyone Is a food expert

e Everyone Is a risk expert
=

(=




Making a difference

OLD M=

 “Absolutely safe” - “Life IS NOt risk-
free”

e “Scientists :
know” e “Scilence often

~yEdigE Incomplete

announce, e Involve
defend stakeholders early

e Judgement based
on dialogue

= Benefits of new: é
trust, judgement; robustness




The role of science

Bedrock - assessed by
Independent committees

Cannot always quantify risk

No set risk thresholds -
uncertainty and acceptability

Perception of risk sometimes
at odds with the evidence



Public protection: managing

risk

> Regulation
w—» Voluntary action by industry

Information and choice



~ Regulation: BSE




Over Thlrty Months rule (OTM)
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BSE incidence in Europe per
1,000 cows born 1997

Source: Donnelly et al



Replace OTM with testing of
post-1996 cattle?

iE" O - 2.5 extra dea

. Likeliest estimates ral
e Not a precise number

N |
. Unce{tamﬁes/assumptl‘nss /]

e Public discussion A E
e Value per life: > £2 blllngn :




Information and

choice; voluntary
action: salt

4 « Link to hypertension
(SACN)

e population approach
e average 9.5q, target 69

e children’s targets

e risk reduction:
~15% stroke, ~6% CHD



Salt: risk management

/5% In processed food -
reformulation

Information/awareness

Labelling - choice




SY-118
- labelling

4 SERVINGS



Salt:
labelling

lel'Hﬂ'ION lNFOHMA 770N

Typical Values per 100g
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Dioxins In salmon: scientific
disagreement




9 January 2004
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Global Assessment of Organic
Contaminants in Farmed Salmon

Ronald A. Hites'® |effery A. Foran,” David O. Carpenter.”
M. Coreen Hamilton,* Barbara A, Knuth,® Steven | Schwager®

« 2,000kg analysed for dioxin-like
compounds

e Farmed Atlantic salmon more
contaminated than wild Pacific

. Max three portions/year Scottish farmed
salmon*




Salmon: risk assessments compared

FDA, FSA,
WHO, EC

Threshold



Consamer 'l'nut in Food

A European Study of tha
Social and Institutional Conditions
for the Production of Trust

T

UK has highest consumer trust in
food safety of six EU countries

studied
Trust in Food in Europe, NICR, Oslo 2003

FSA Is the body most often
mentioned spontaneously as a
source of information about food

safety and standards
Consumer Attitudes to Food Standards
2003






