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What we do
Create a better place for people and wildlife
protecting PEOPLE and the ENVIRONMENT
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EA’s Responsibilities
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Environment Agency role in 
radioactive substances regulation
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Nuclear Energy
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• Most nuclear plants do not recover waste heat

• Opportunity for new nuclear plants to be 
cogenerating
• Not viable to convert existing facilities

• Some Gen IV designs offer higher temp opportunities

• SMRs offer colocation opportunities

• Potential economic benefits

• Currently provides baseload electricity
• Opportunity for nuclear to contribute to a flexible and 

agile system



Current Policy
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New Ten Point Plan
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Our Work on Advanced Nuclear 
Technologies (ANT)
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Reviewing 
Regulatory 

Guidance and 
Processes

Engaging with Industry, 
overseas Regulators 

and International 
organisations

Developing

Regulatory 
Capability & 

Capacity

An ANT-ready Modernised

Generic Design Assessment 

(GDA)

Nuclear Sector Deal –

Engaging with industry and 

Innovation

£12M

Guidance that is 

Compatible

with ANTs

Programme to grow 

EA & ONR capability 

in ANTs (funded by 

UK government) 

since 2016



Challenges
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• Use of waste heat benefits the environment
• Businesses and residents need to be close to use it

• Public acceptance
• Small reactors on their doorstep

• Learning from other sectors
• Not just electricity generation

• Widen horizons

• Share learning and experiences

• Maximise resources



What would a cluster site look like?
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Image reproduced with permission from The Royal Society.



What would a cluster site look like?
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Image reproduced with permission from Hynet. 



Thank you for listening


