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FOUNDATION FUTURE LEADERS PROGRAMME 2027
Application form
Thank you for your interest in the Foundation Future Leaders Programme. Everything we need from you and your employer is in this one form, so you can submit your application in a single step.
How to apply
1. Complete Part A yourself.
1. Ask your line manager to endorse your application, and the budget holder for the fee to confirm funding, in Part B. This may be the same person. Every application needs Part B, including scholarship requests.
1. Complete Part C only if you are requesting a scholarship.
1. Save this form as Surname_Firstname_FFL2027.docx and upload it, with your CV (no more than two pages), here.
1. The deadline for applications is 5pm 14th December 2026. Applications missing Part B or a CV cannot be considered.

Diversity monitoring. We also invite every applicant to complete our short diversity monitoring questionnaire here. It is voluntary, is completed separately from this form, is not seen by the selection panel and is not used in assessing applications.
Questions? For an informal conversation about whether the programme is right for you or your organisation, or to discuss reasonable adjustments in confidence, contact alex.rhys@foundation.org.uk.
PART A  About you
To be completed by the applicant
A1  Your details
	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Pronouns (optional)
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone
	



A2  Which sector do you work in?
Please tick one box only. Choose the sector that best describes your role, rather than who owns or funds your organisation.
	Government and the wider public sector
Including civil servants, parliamentary staff and staff of other public bodies working in policy, regulation or delivery.
	

	Universities and the research community
Including university researchers, national facilities, public sector research establishments, research institutes, research charities, research councils, Catapult centres, learned societies and Royal Colleges.
	

	Industry and innovation
Including large companies, SMEs, independent research and technology organisations and other businesses.
	



A3  Have you applied to the Foundation Future Leaders Programme before?
	No, this is my first application
	

	Yes
	



	If yes, which year(s)? 
	



A4  How did you hear about the programme?
Optional. For example, a colleague, a previous Future Leader, a Foundation event, social media or your organisation.
	




A5  Your application
Applications are assessed on individual merit, motivation and potential contribution, alongside our aim of creating a balanced and diverse cohort. Please answer each question in your own words and keep within the word limits.
5.1  Your current role and professional background
Maximum 200 words. Tell us about your current role, your responsibilities and the experience you bring.
	



5.2  Why are you applying, and why now?
Maximum 250 words. What draws you to the programme, and how does it fit with where you are in your career?
	



5.3  What would you contribute to the cohort?
Maximum 250 words. Future Leaders learn as much from each other as from the programme. What perspectives, knowledge or experience would you share with your peers?
	



5.4  What do you hope to gain?
Maximum 200 words. What would you like to understand, develop or be able to do by the end of the year?
	



5.5  How would your organisation benefit?
Maximum 200 words. How do you expect to apply what you learn, and the relationships you build, in your organisation?
	



5.6  What would you most like the programme to explore? (optional)
Each year’s visits and conversations are shaped by the cohort. Tell us about any institutions, topics or policy questions you would be particularly interested in.
	



A6  Taking part
Please tick to confirm.
	I understand that the programme involves approximately seven working days for the principal programme activities across 2027, alongside fortnightly online cohort meetings, and I will aim to attend the majority of sessions.
	

	I understand that travel, accommodation and other personal expenses for in-person activities are not included in the programme fee and are the responsibility of me or my organisation.
	

	I understand that if my organisation does not pay the programme fee, any offer of a place may be withdrawn.
	



A7  Support to take part (optional)
If there is anything we could do to help you take part fully, such as accessibility needs or adjustments to how sessions are run, you are welcome to tell us here. This will not affect the assessment of your application. You can also contact us in confidence instead.
	



A8  Data protection
Please tick to confirm. Our privacy notice is available at [Privacy notice link].
	I understand that the Foundation for Science and Technology will use the information in this form to assess my application and, if I am selected, will keep my personal data securely for the purposes of running the programme and inviting me to events.
	

	If I am selected, I agree that the Foundation may include my name and organisation in a list of participants.
	

	If I am selected, I agree that the Foundation may share my name, organisation and email address with other members of the 2027 cohort.
	



A9  Applicant declaration
I confirm that the information I have given in this form is accurate and complete.
	Name 
	

	Signature (a typed name is fine)
	

	Date 
	




PART B  Employer endorsement and funding
To be completed by the applicant’s line manager (B1) and the budget holder authorising the fee (B2). Applicants cannot complete this part themselves.
If your line manager is also the budget holder, they should complete both sections. If the budget holder sits elsewhere in your organisation, such as a finance team, please pass the form to them after your line manager has signed B1.
B1  Line manager endorsement
1.1  Line manager details
	Name
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Email address
	



1.2  Why do you support this application?
Maximum 150 words. Please tell us briefly why you think the applicant would benefit from and contribute to the programme, and how their participation would support your team or organisation.
	



1.3  Confirmation
Please tick to confirm.
	I endorse this application.
	

	The applicant will be given the time needed to take part: approximately seven working days for the principal programme activities across 2027, plus fortnightly online cohort meetings.
	



	Signature (electronic or typed signature accepted)
	

	Date 
	




B2  Budget holder confirmation of funding
2.1  Budget holder details
	The budget holder is the same person as the line manager in B1. (If ticked, you only need to complete 2.2 to 2.5 below.)
	



	Name
	

	Job title
	

	Department or team
	

	Organisation
	

	Email address
	



2.2  Programme fee
Please tick one.
	Full fee: £2,000 + VAT (£2,400 including VAT)
Our organisation will pay the full programme fee if the application is successful.
	

	Reduced fee: £1,000 + VAT (£1,200 including VAT), subject to a scholarship being awarded
I confirm that our organisation is unable to meet the full programme fee from any of its available budgets, and that the information in the applicant’s scholarship request (Part C) is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
	



2.3  If a scholarship has been requested but is not awarded
Complete only if you ticked the reduced fee above.
	We will pay the full fee, and the application should be considered for a full-fee place.
	

	We are unable to pay the full fee, and the application should be withdrawn.
	



2.4  Payment
Please tick to confirm.
	If the application is successful, our organisation will pay the fee indicated above to the Foundation for Science and Technology on receipt of an invoice.
	

	We understand that travel, accommodation and other expenses for in-person activities are in addition to the programme fee and will be met by the applicant or our organisation.
	



2.5  Signature
I confirm that I am authorised to approve this expenditure on behalf of the organisation named above, and that the information in this section is accurate.
	Name 
	

	Signature (electronic or typed signature accepted)
	

	Date 
	



If it is difficult to obtain a signature in B1 or B2, please still complete the details and upload an email from the relevant person confirming the same, alongside this form.

PART C  Scholarship request (optional)
Complete this part only if you are requesting a scholarship. If you are not, your form is complete.
	Who scholarships are for
For 2027, up to five partial scholarships are available, each reducing the programme fee by 50%, from £2,000 + VAT to £1,000 + VAT.
Scholarships are there so that cost is not the reason a talented emerging leader misses out. They are intended for applicants whose organisations would otherwise be unable to meet the full fee, such as smaller charities, early-stage companies and organisations with very limited funding.
Because there are so few, we ask applicants to request one only where their organisation could not fund the full fee from any of its budgets. Where an organisation could cover the fee, even if that means prioritising its spending, we would ask it to do so, so that scholarships reach those who need them most.
Your budget holder must also select the reduced fee in Part B. We may ask for further information, and we may award fewer than five scholarships where requests do not meet the criteria.



C1  Scholarship criteria
Please tick to confirm that each of the following applies to you.
	I have the potential to benefit from, and contribute to, the programme.
	

	My organisation is unable to meet the full programme fee.
	

	A scholarship would enable me to take part in the programme.
	



C2  Why are you requesting a scholarship?
Maximum 300 words. Please explain your organisation’s circumstances, why the full fee cannot be met, and how a scholarship would enable you to take part. Please be specific: general budget pressure is not usually sufficient.
	



Before you submit
	Part A is complete and the declaration is signed.
	

	Part B is endorsed by my line manager (B1) and signed by the budget holder (B2).
	

	Part C is complete (scholarship requests only).
	

	This form is saved as Surname_Firstname_FFL2027.docx.
	

	My CV (no more than two pages) is ready to upload with this form.
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