
26/06/2015

1

The business of the environment
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The Foundation for Science and Technology, 24th June 2015

Strategies for resolving the tension
between resource extraction and 
environmental protection

• The green economy - reframing the 

environmental sciences

• A circular economy, restorative by intent

• New skills in systemic risk, resilience and 

interpreting signals from big data
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Reframing the environmental sciences
jobs, growth, export, scale-up, skills

Issues for ‘the firm’ and governments
how we do business in the 21st century

• Environmental governance

• Beyond compliance, self-regulation

• Global and sustainable value chains

• Risk, resilience and adaptation

• Single-issue advocates and social media

• Self reliance – insurance, capital, energy

• Ethical standards and the well-being agenda

• Technology, innovation and futures

• Resource efficiency, material criticality, circularity

• Sustainability leadership
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The big data opportunity
systemic risk, resilience and interpreting 

signals from big data

• Complex, interdependent 
& rapidly changing risks

• Incidence of complex, 
uncertain events

• Systemic risk analysis

• 2015 Sendai framework 
for disaster risk reduction
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Summary 

• Trends in resource extraction with growth

• Decouple growth from impact

• Reframing of conventional disciplines

• UK market strength & government focus

• Circular economy, an integrator of environmental 
and industrial systems

• New skills and opportunities for next generation and 
enlightened business
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